Grand Budapest Questions
1. The narrative structure of this film is much more complex than in any of WA's previous.  Give details. 
What is the point of such a complex structure?
2. Why does Mr. Moustafa tell his story a young writer he has just met?  
The great director Alfred Hitchcock added the word 'McGuffin' to film vocabulary.  He explained it as a plot element that catches the viewer's attention or drives the plot; it often loses importance as the story develops.  (For example, the mineral 'unobtanium' in Avatar has been described as a McGuffin.)  
3. Could anything in this film be described as a 'McGuffin'?
4. 'The heroes are people who have re-created themselves, or tried to.'  Give details.
5. Like so many Wes Anderson pictures, The Grand Budapest Hotel is about loss, and how we come to terms with loss – or never do.  Explain.
6. Apart from loss, what other issues does the film address?
7. There is violence in WA movies, but it is seldom shown in any graphic detail.  Quote examples.  What is the effect of this?
8. WA films are noted for their motifs.  How many can you identify?  Comment on their significance.
9. Each of WA's films seems to be even more framed and boxed than its predecessor.  How have boxes and frames been used in this film?
10. The Society of Crossed Keys comes to Gustave's rescue.  What exactly is it, and how is its presence made clear before Gustave calls on it?
11. Checkpoint-19 is more than just the prison where Gustave is briefly incarcerated.  What other role does it have in the film?
12. M. Gustave quotes poetry, frequently; so do others on occasion.  What is the role of poetry in the film?
13. A great many people – audiences and film writers – don't 'get' Wes Anderson, a point the film actually addresses.  How?
14. How would you define the genre of this film? 
15. Is The Grand Budapest Hotel a war film in disguise?
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Discuss
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