[bookmark: _GoBack]Plot Analysis and Narrative Structure

1. Write a brief outline of the plot of the film, or complete the worksheet.
2. The plot of The Truman Show is unusual, with three separate yet connected strands.  
a. Identify these three strands.
b. Construct a diagram showing the major events (you don't need to include every event) and the way the three strands interconnect. 
Rule up a table like this one.  
	time/scene
	1
	
	
	
	

	strand 1
	Truman talks to his mirror
	
	
	
	

	strand 2
	Christof speaks about the show
	
	
	
	

	strand 3
	
	
	
	
	



Plots traditionally have a protagonist (the central character) and one or more antagonists – the person or people that the protagonist needs to defeat in order to achieve his or her goals.
3. Who is the protagonist in this film?  And who is the antagonist?  
Narrative or plot structure is the term used to describe the organisation of the story, including the order in which a story is told.  The most common ways in which stories are told are 
a. in simple chronological order, i.e. the order in which the events happen; 
b. in chronological order but with flashbacks, i.e. earlier events are included after they actually happened
c. with a frame of later time, and the whole story a flashback (book-ending)
d. with flash forwards, so that future events are included earlier than they actually happen.
4. Which of these descriptions best fits the structure of this film?  
5. How does the film both illustrate and make use of the difference between story telling on film and on TV?
6. How 'real' is Truman's life, as shown in the film?  Is 'The Truman Show' fiction or non-fiction?  
Narrative structure does not mean just the order in which the story is told; the term refers to the whole structural framework that underlies the order and manner in which a story is presented.
An important aspect of storytelling is point of view: who tells the story, from whose perspective the events are shown and/or seen. 
7. From whose point of view is the story told in this film?  
Narratives often involve a series of problems to be met and solved, or obstacles to be overcome, (often like taking two steps forward and one step back), until the resolution is reached.
8. List the main obstacles and/or problems faced by Truman.  Comment on the outcome of each.
Early scenes may set up expectations of the main character(s) that will affect the structure of the story.
9. Can you identify examples of this?


(Answers provided)
