Techniques 2
The power of a documentary comes from an agreement between film-maker and audience regarding the authenticity of the events portrayed.  The viewer is asked to trust what is shown; this trust is based upon our willingness to believe in the integrity and honesty of the film-maker.  
As critical viewers, we need to understand the strategies that film-makers use to gain and retain our confidence. 
1. What techniques do the film-makers use to make us trust in the integrity of their portrait of Senna?

2. What is noticeable about the quality of the archival material as the film progresses?
3. The film uses a great deal of screen text, which falls into two types.  What are the two types, and how are they identified?
4. The following techniques are typical of feature films, though here they are 'found' rather than being planned and filmed.  What effects are achieved in Senna by each of these?
AURAL BRIDGE			FADE				metaphor
INPOINT				OUTPOINT			transitions	
CUT ON ACTION			juxtaposition			motifs	
SLOW MOTION			FREEZE FRAME  

Role of the Writer
· Senna is built entirely out of archival material, with some voice-over comments.  No script was needed.  So what role would a writer have in the creation of this documentary? 
Role of the Director
· With no actors to direct, no cinematography to plan, no scenes to film – what is there for a director to do?
· The director says that they found three devices: the colour of Senna's driving suit; nature vs the pits; and two shots.  Explain how these have been used.

Post-production
Sound
· Although the visuals used remain untouched, the same cannot be said for the sound.  Why do you think it was necessary to remix the sound?
Music
· What contribution is made by the music?
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Editing: From Five Hours to 100 minutes
Always an important part of creating a film, the editing takes on an even more crucial role in a compilation film like this.  The editors were nominated for a number of awards and won the BAFTA in competition with feature films.  
· What is so good about the editing?
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