Costumes - Notes

Time and Place
· features that clearly differentiate the time setting of the film from the present tense.
bedroom scenes
 Kid in pyjamas; Grandfather with a hat, cardigan under his suit, moustache, reading glasses = generation difference + instant signifiers that he is a grandfather.
Florin
women in long dresses – no trousers or modern casual outfits
· Buttercup’s dresses have long trailing sleeves
· peasant women with  head-scarves, wimples
· Buttercup is always seen with her hair loose and flowing, as befits an unmarried girl or bride.
Men in elaborate brocade and padded jackets 
· loose, big-sleeved shirts, closed with laces – no buttons or zips
· doublets over shirts 
· soft leather boots
· men wear swords
hairstyles not modern; Humperdinck’s and Rugen’s are accurate for late Middle Ages, as is the fact that one is bearded and the other clean-shaven

Characterisation
· costumes worn by each of the characters and say what it tells us about them, and about the social class they are in.
Buttercup before she is engaged to Humperdinck
· simpler, less expensive looking dresses – apron, pinafore, as befits a countrywoman
· hair loose, not brushed properly; looks a bit scruffy
· long cloak
as Princess
· new outfit every scene – stunningly beautiful
· coifs, crowns, coronets etc  her status as a princess
· hair still flows but brushed and dressed
· first time in silver and gold, with cap (caul) and jewellery – a pearl
· like a very elaborate wedding dress, with a train
· on her horse, she is in flowing red velvet – riding side-saddle – with belt, a gold caul; dress has big sleeves; soft leather boots (buskins)
· wedding dress = stunning white and silver with a silver coronet
Westley as farm boy 
· simple brown trousers, big shirts, capuchon around his shoulders = peasant dress
· knee-high soft boots
· long-sleeved jerkin, belted at waist
· hair longish, with a lock falling romantically – “hero”; face smudged
· both have clean faces, hair brushed for the parting scene
as Dread Pirate Roberts: 
· all in black, including leather gloves, mask and headscarf = appropriate for a pirate
· thin moustache = sinister but also romantic cf Errol Flynn
· hair longer, tied back = piratical
· big sleeves, smocking effect on sleeve-tops – romantic look
· the black provides a wonderful contrast with Buttercup’s red dress
· fabric looks costly
[bookmark: _GoBack]Prince Humperdinck and Count Rugen
· both richly dressed, though the Prince more so to keep the distinction between him and Rugen who is only a count
· velvets and brocades

