Sample Page from "Heating the World"  [Answer guide included]

Setting
1. Find and quote evidence in the story that locates it in time, place and society.

Characters 
There is really only one character in this story; Neville is there to have someone for Tucker to bounce off, although he is portrayed as a milder version of Tucker.  
1. Make a list of adjectives that describe Tucker, and provide quotations in support.
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Focus on Style
Marshall:  The story has a gloss of satirical humour, but it is mild satire, and sympathetic humour, I hope.
1. Quote the images that describe Tucker's pre-marriage soap so vividly.  Identify the figures of speech used.
1. With what does Tucker compare liquid soap?
1. Quote the vivid simile used to describe Neville.  Explain what it suggests.
1. Quote the metaphor that shows what all this expenditure is doing to Tucker.
1. There is an extended metaphor used to describe Tucker when he first decides to get married.  Quote it.
1. Quote examples of NZ colloquialisms.
1. Quote an example of hyperbole.
1. Not including the examples quoted in questions 1 and 2 in 'Reading for Meaning', quote words and phrases that keep up the comic tone.
1. A significant feature of Marshall's style is his use of parallel and balanced structures…  Quote examples. 
1. …  and of contrast.  Quote examples.
1. Find and quote an example of cumulation (listing).
1. The use of carefully chosen adverbs helps to highlight what Tucker feels, especially the contrast between what he says and what he really feels.  Quote examples.  

Point of View
1. What is the narrative Point of View of this story?  Why has Marshall chosen this POV for this story?

Discuss
1. Is Tucker Locke just mean?
1. Would he complain as much if his step-children were sons?  Would they cost him as much?
1. Is Tucker realistic, or just a caricature?
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