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Place
1. Where is the film set?  Give details.
London: Harley St, Piccadilly; Royal residences at Balmoral, Sandringham – identified by screen text, street sign.
2. List the most important locations within the main settings.  Comment on why they are important.
Logue's consulting room in Harley St – where the greatest changes in Bertie's self-esteem and ability to control his stammer occur; his home – where the breach with Bertie is healed
The Yorks' residence 145 Piccadilly – family scenes; Buckingham Palace – meetings, the final speech
Regent's Park, London – the scene of the falling out of Bertie and Lionel
Royal residences: important for narrative events – the King's death, the abdication, the confrontation with David etc
Westminster Abbey – the showdown with the Archbishop and with Logue and the assertion of Bertie's own will 
Time
3. When is this film set?  How do we know this?  
Most between 1934 – 37, with the last scenes in 1939.  Screen text, supported by accurate costumes and decor.
4. How many signifiers can you identify that signal time and place?
the makes of cars, buses etc, horses and carts; the look of the streets, the advertisements and posters; the smog
the wearing of hats as well as the style of the clothes, shoes, hairstyles
the style of the props: microphones, wirelesses, telephones, gramophones, heaters, lamps, light fittings, lifts
tapestries, paintings, chandeliers etc signify the expected opulence of a royal palace
the snow on the window of the Logue rooms shows it is winter; that the boys wear overcoats and huddle in scarves and rugs indicates the lack of central heating and the cold temperatures inside – typical of the time
the outbreak of war: uniforms, sandbags, gas masks, air raid sirens
the heavy smoking is a signifier of times past
Society
5. What is the 'society' on which this film focuses?
The focus is the royal circle and the people who serve it.  Bertie and Elizabeth come into contact with Logue and his family, who are middle class.  The developing friendship that crosses this class barrier is a central issue.
The social and political background, acutely observed and carefully woven into the film's fabric, is the Depression at home, the rise of fascism abroad and the arrival of the mass media as a major force in our lives. 
6. What are the distinctive features of this society?  
privilege, servants, respect accorded to the position, formality, etiquette:
· I do not have a 'hubby'.  We don't 'pop'.  We never talk about our private lives.  You must come to us. 
· I was told not to sit too close.  … speaking with a Royal, one waits for the Royal to choose the topic. 
· Etiquette decrees royalty must be greeted by the official host: in this case the King.  Not a commoner.  
expectation of duty and public responsibility.  
· Indentured servitude?  / Something of that nature. 
· With your older brother shirking his duties, you're going to have to do a lot more of this.
· I don't care what woman you carry on with at night, as long as you show up for duty in the morning! 
· Haven't I any rights?  / Many privileges... / Not the same thing.  Your beloved Common Man may marry for love; why not me? 
· Does the King do what he wants, or does he do what his people expect him to do? 
lack of privacy, loneliness
· What're friends for? / I wouldn't know. 
· Sometimes, when I ride through the streets and see, you know, the Common Man staring at me, I'm struck by how little I know of his life, and how little he knows of mine.

