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Scenes 1 – 33; DVD ch. 1 - 7
1. Scene 1:  Explain briefly what is happening in this scene.  
What have we learned about the two characters involved by the end of it?
2.                  Are there any clues as to where and when it is set?
3.                  What does the room tell us?
4. Scene 2:  What is the purpose of this short scene? 
5. Scene 3:  What is the purpose of this scene? 
6. Scene 4:  What do we learn about the relationships among these three people?
7.                  What does Elizabeth's home-made dress tell us?  Why is this important?
8.                  How does Aibileen explain Elizabeth's lack of interest in Mae Mobley?
9. Scene 5:  What is the effect of introducing Skeeter in this way?  What else does this scene tell us?
10. Scene 6:  What is ironic about Skeeter's new job?
Scenes 7 – 13
11. Hilly Holbrook is introduced.  By the end of these scenes, what have we learned about her?
12. In what ways is Skeeter contrasted with the other young women? 
13. And how is Celia Foote contrasted with the others?
14. Scene 8:  Why is Aibileen disappointed?  
15. Scene 9:  What do we learn about Jackson society from this scene?  
16.                  Why does Hilly kick Jolene under the table?
17.                  Why does everyone gasp when Skeeter says that Constantine has "quit"?

18. Scene 16: Constantine tells Skeeter, "… your Momma… didn't pick her life.  It picked her."  
Explain in your own words what she means.
Scene Analysis
· Using the worksheet, note the details of the camera shots and angles the director chose to use in his filming of the opening scene. 
Techniques  
· From scenes 2 – 33, give at least one specific example of each of the following techniques.  
(Include sc. 1 if you are not completing the scene 1 analysis worksheet.)  
	a. AERIAL shot
b. HIGH ANGLE shot
c. EST. shot 
d. TRACKING shot 
	e. POV shot 
f. SHALLOW FOCUS 
g. DISSOLVE 
h. CUTAWAY 
	i. CROSS-CUTS
j. AURAL BRIDGE 
k. voice over
l. O.C. dialogue



Find out
1. Aibilen tells us she is paid .95 cents an hour.  What was the minimum wage in the USA in 1963?  
2. Aibileen tells Skeeter that her naïveté scares her "more than Jim Crow".  [23]  
What was Jim Crow?  Where did the name come from?  Are the laws still in existence?
3. When Yule May asks the Holbrooks for a loan [28], she says "… we've been saving for years to send them to Tougaloo."  What is Tougaloo?


[Answers in Teacher Guide]
