Narrative Structure 2

One way of looking at the narrative structure of a story is to see the opening situation like a person walking along a road.  Unless something happens to change that situation, they will just go on walking.  But if they decide to turn back, or go into a house, or cross the road, or if a car comes along and picks them up or knocks them down, then the original situation has changed, and the events that follow will be a result of this.  In the end, they may sort out the problems (resolution) and go back to walking along the road, or things may have changed forever.  The incident that provokes the change in situation is called the “inciting force”.

· Use this model to trace Danny’s conflict with Captain Lancaster.  (Your scene list will help you.)  You will need to rule up your own paper; there won’t be room here.

Start like this:  
Opening situation:      Danny is happy living with William and going to school.  He wants nothing more.
Inciting Force:	       A new teacher, Captain Lancaster, arrives – and takes a dislike to Danny

What follows is a series of events and reactions.  The first has been done for you.

	· Danny delivers Mr Snoddy’s bill and is late to class
	 Capt. Lancaster reprimands him, threatens him

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	



Resolution: ____________________________________________________________________

· Use the same model to trace William’s conflict with Hazell.

Opening situation:  _______________________________________________________________

Inciting Force:	    ________________________________________________________________

What follows is a series of events and reactions:

	· Hazell offers £2000 for the garage
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
	

	· 
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