Themes: Some Ideas

· people's (racist) assumptions stop them seeing who is really there
· Graham and Kim Lee both call Ria a Mexican
· RIA:  You want a lesson?  I'll give you a lesson.  How about a geography lesson?  My father's from Puerto Rico.  My mother's from El Salvador.  Neither one of those is Mexico.  
· Farhad is thought to be an Arab
· GUNSHOP OWNER: Yo, Osama…  Yeah, I'm ignorant?  You're liberating my country.  And I'm flying 747s into your mud huts and incinerating your friends?  
· SHEREEN:  Look what they wrote.  They think we're Arab.  When did Persian become Arab?
· Choi is a "Chinaman"
· PETER:  Man, we done ran over a Chinaman.
· Jean mistrusts Daniel because of his appearance
· JEAN:  The guy with the shaved head, the pants around his ass, the prison tattoo.
RICK:  Those are not prison tattoos. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]JEAN:  Oh, really?  And he's not gonna sell our key to one of his gang-banger friends the moment he is out our door? 
· plus an ironic example from Anthony
· Look at us, dawg.  Are we dressed like gang-bangers?  Huh?  No.  Do we look threatening?  No.  Fact.  If anybody should be scared around here, it's us!  We're the only two black faces surrounded by a sea of over-caffeinated white people patrolled by the trigger-happy L.A.P.D.  
· often leads to the grouping together people of different groups and races
· all Asians are Chinese; all Hispanics are Mexican; all blacks are criminals; all cops are racist etc.  
Haggis: This was something important I wanted to say – that we tend to lump all groups together.  … everyone from the Middle East is an Arab.
· LUCIEN:  Don't be ignorant.  They're Thai or Cambodian.  Entirely different kind of chinks.
· ANTHONY: Dopey Chinaman.
· and use of stereotypes 
· ANTHONY:  And black women don't think in stereotypes?  You tell me.  When was the last time you met one who didn't think she knew everything about your lazy ass before you even opened your mouth, huh?  
· GRAHAM:  Ah.  Then I guess the big mystery is who gathered all those remarkably different cultures together and taught them all how to park their cars on their lawns.
· misuse of power and authority
· Ryan misuses his over Cameron and Christine
· Dixon and Hanson – Hanson's genuine complaint dismissed in the name of personal ambition and career
· Just like I'm sure you understand how hard a black man has to work to get to, say, where I am, in a racist organization like the L.A.P.D. and how easily that can be taken away.
· Fred asserts his power over Cameron
· Shaniqua  misuses hers to pay Ryan back for his racism
· Jean uses her position as employer to snap at Maria
· Flanagan 'buys' Graham by using his ability to lose an arrest warrant
· GRAHAM:  So all, uh... all I need to do to make this disappear is to frame a potentially innocent man?
· power and powerlessness: people explode because they cannot do anything about their own situation
· RYAN:  Look, you're not listening to me.  This is an emergency.  I keep telling you he's in pain.  He can't sleep.
· CAMERON: I'm not sitting on no curb, I'm not putting my hands on my head for nobody.  [NB he talks 'black']
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