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Animal Farm is a political satire, i.e. writing which combines a critical attitude with humour and wit for the purpose of mocking and ridiculing people's political behaviour and institutions.
Written at the end of 1943, and published in 1945, it satirises – on one level – the people and events of the Russian (Bolshevik) Revolution that threw out the Tsar (emperor) and replaced the monarchy with a republic.  
Orwell saw that the revolution had started off with high ideals and high hopes but had turned into a political tyranny under the dictatorship of Stalin.
On another level, it can also be seen to satirise all dictatorships and totalitarian systems of government.
The main techniques used in his satire are parody, irony and symbolism.

Parody
All of the characters and situations in Animal Farm have some sort of political counterpart in Russian history, and/or wide history as well.
· Read the history of Russia provided.  Make a list of characters and events from the book and match them with their real-life counterparts 
OR
· Complete the worksheets provided.



Irony
Irony is often defined as saying one thing and meaning the opposite, but this is too narrow a definition to cover most of the great ironical writers of literature (such as Jane Austen and Orwell).  Literary irony is rarely as crude as this, but is more about implying something different from what is said on the surface.  
The political message of Orwell's story relies heavily on the irony created by its limited point of view – i.e. the reader understands more than the animals do.  He also uses dramatic irony, which is when the reader knows more than the characters do.  Tragic irony is dramatic irony used to tragic effect; when a character confidently predicts an outcome that comes true but in an unexpected or tragic way.
· How many examples of irony and dramatic irony can you identify?

Symbolism
A symbol is anything that stands for or suggests something else by reason of relationship, association, convention, or accidental resemblance.  In daily life, we see symbols everywhere: e.g. wedding and engagement rings; crosses on churches – though a red cross symbolises first aid.  
In fables, writers use animals to represent or symbolise human characteristics.
In allegories, characters symbolise abstract ideas or qualities, like courage or idealism.
Orwell uses both these levels of symbolism in Animal Farm.
· Complete the Symbolism worksheet
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