Close Reading the Text Task Sheet 1

DVD Chapters 1 - 5

· Answer the question based on what you have learned from the specific scenes referred to, but also from your knowledge of the film as a whole.  Read the questions before you start looking at the relevant section of the film again; that way, you will know what you are looking for.  You will probably have to watch each section more than once.

Scenes 1 - 4
1. Why does the film open with these prison scenes?

2. Which of the main characters have been introduced by the end of these scenes?

3. What can you deduce about these characters from what you have seen so far?

4. What is hinted at about the content of the rest of the film?

5. What contrasting moods have been created?

Scenes 5 – 8

6. To where in time and place has the story shifted?  How do you know?

7. What do the visuals tell us about this setting?

8. Setting is not just time and place, it is also society.  What can you infer about the social situation of this family?  How do you know this? 
9. What impression do you get of Ray Cash?  Evidence?

10. What is significant about the relationship between Jack and J.R.?

11. How does the film suggest music is important to J.R.?

Scenes 9 – 15

12. How does the film suggest Ray Cash blames J.R. for Jack's death?

13. What does Ray think about music?

14. The film jumps from the death of Jack in 1944 to J.R.'s leaving for Germany in 1950.  Why are we told nothing of the events of these years?

15. What three things does Ray do to suggest he has a poor opinion of his son?

Scenes 16 - 19

16. What is the purpose of sc. 16, where John goes into the music shop?

17. When John phones Vivian, he talks about a limestone church in Düsseldorf and about Venice with its "streets made of water".  What is the purpose of this dialogue?

18. Vivian says her father says there's "something wrong" with John.  What do you think he saw in the young man that would make him say this?
19. Who is John looking at in the magazine he has?
20. What is the significance of the film about Folsom Prison?
Film Techniques

· Use the provided work sheets or rule up your own paper, and analyse the film techniques of scenes 1 – 4.

· From Scenes 5 – 19, identify examples of

	a. OUTPOINT

b. EST. shot

c. AURAL BRIDGE

d.  contrast

e. [O.C.] DIALOGUE
	f. SHALLOW FOCUS 

g. MONTAGE

h. WIDE EST. SHOT

i. TRACKING

j. LOW ANGLE SHOT


