Close Reading: Task Sheet 1

Scenes 1 – 11; DVD Chapter 1 - 3

Setting  

A film needs to establish very quickly just where and when it is set.

1. Where is this story set?  How do you know?

2. When is it set?  How do you know?

3. What is the purpose of the 'bookend' structure – beginning and ending with the funeral?

4. What do we learn about the social situation in the first few scenes?

Characters

5. How are the main characters introduced to us, i.e. where do we see them first?  What are they doing?

6. How is it made clear who the central characters are going to be?

7. Who are the first two players we meet?  Why are they introduced first?

8. Both Tyrell and Bertier speak slightingly of Boone's race, but he remains polite and courteous.  How do we know is affected by what they say?

9. In a film like this with such a big cast, it is going to be difficult to remember just who is who?  How does the film try to solve this difficulty?

Plot

10. We are not told whose funeral it is until the end of the film.  Is there any way we can work it out?

11. Why are the blacks demonstrating in Alexandria?

12. Why has Boone come to Alexandria?

13. Why are the neighbours upset at his moving in?

14. Why is he reluctant to take the job as head coach?  Why does he accept it?

15. Why is the school board member surprised by his reluctance?

16. The scene outside the Boones' house, with the blacks clapping and chanting "Boone, Boone," ends with a CU of Carol Boone holding her younger daughter.  She does not look happy.  What does this suggest?

17. Yoast has 11 offers of jobs as Head Coach in other schools.  Why does he decide to stay on?

18. Why is it important that the boys do not boycott the team?

19. Identify examples of the following production techniques.  Comment on their effect / suggest reasons for their use:

	a. CU
	b. VO (voice over)

	c. aural bridge
	d. POV shot

	e. juxtaposition
	f. back lighting

	g. contrast
	h. parallels

	i. PAN
	j. TRACKING

	k. ELS
	l. slow ZOOM


