Characterisation Tasks

Use the questions in the checklist on the previous page to help you with your character task, as well as any you answered from the close reading task sheets.  
Character Study

· Alone, in pairs or in groups, build up a comprehensive character study of your allocated character.

Step 1:  
Make a list of facts: e.g. Penny has been sent by the publishers to help Karen finish her book.
Step 2:
Identify significant actions, and suggest what they show us about the character. 
You should also identify, if you can, a particularly important scene or incident that reveals aspects of your character, that is character-defining.  
Step 3:
Think of as many adjectives or adjectival phrases as you can to describe this character at some stage or other.  Cite quotations and/or supporting evidence to justify the adjectives.  Record the scene numbers for future reference.  Remember, characters do change.


You should also consider

· how the character relates to the other main characters?  What conflicts/friendships do they have?  What do these contribute to the story? 
· whether the character changes during the film.  How?
· how well the actor suits the part.  Are there any deficiencies in performance?

Step 4:
Consider how cinematic techniques have contributed to the characterisation. 

Step 5: 
Come to some conclusions about the character, their role, significance, connections with other characters.


This will provide you with the basis for a sound written answer on a character.  

Set out your answer in diagrammatic form to make it easy to refer to and to learn, or as a character poster 

	e.g.  Penny
	

	Actions
	conclusion

	· gives Karen 'literature on the nicotine patch' 
	· she is concerned about Karen's health

	Adjectives/Phrases
	evidence


	· tough
	· "They're fictional.  Get up!"


Character Arcs

The aim, when writing a screenplay, is to give each of the major characters an 'arc', which is the word used for the way a character ought to change during the story, for the 'rocky path' of personal growth and development a character undergoes, usually unwillingly.  
· Describe the character arc for each of Harold and Karen.
Parallels and Contrasts

In many books and films, characterisation is strengthened by highlighting the similarities and differences between characters and groups of characters.

· How does this film use contrasts and similarities to help distinguish the characters?  You should consider all six main characters: Harold, Karen, Ana, Professor Hilbert, Dave and Penny.
Minor Characters

Most films need minor characters to help tell the story.  They may have an important role to play in the plot, or they may be there simply to flesh out the story and add richness.  

· List the most significant minor characters.  Is there anything unusual about any of them?
· For each, explain the contribution they make.
[Answers supplied]

