Narrative Structure

Narrative structure is a useful term to describe the way the story is told.  On the simplest of levels, it means the order of events and the point of view from which these events are narrated.

The most common ways in which stories are told are 

a. in chronological order, i.e. the order in which the events happen; 

b. using flashbacks, i.e. earlier events are included later in the story

c. with a frame of later time, and the whole story a flashback (book-ending)

d. with flash-forwards, in which future events are included earlier than they actually happen.

1. Which of these descriptions best fits the structure of this story?  

Point of View

There are three basic types of point of view (how the story is told) used in novels.

a. First person or Autobiographical:  the story is told by one of the characters, using the first person, 'I'.  This can be a central character or one on the sidelines of the events.

b. Third Person Limited:  the story is told through the eyes of only one character but by the author, using the third person 'he' or 'she'.  Again, it can be a main character or an uninvolved witness.
c. Omniscient or Eye of God:  the author tells the story from outside of the narrative.  Like God, the author is all-seeing and all-knowing.  It is told in the third person. 

2. What point of view does Steinbeck use to tell his story?  Justify with specific reference to the narrative.

One way of understanding the structure is to look at the story in terms of a graph, showing the rising action and the falling action.  Drama is often analysed in this way.












          (
	exposition
the introduction of characters and situations 
	exciting point  
the event that starts the action
	rising action
	turning point 
a point of no return
	falling action 
protagonist's fortunes decline
	resolution
the events reach their climax
	dénouement
unwinding or unravelling 


3. Can you identify the events or incidents that match these descriptions?  Draw a diagram like the one above and label it with the appropriate events from the narrative.

· Complete the worksheet that traces Kino's rising and falling fortunes.

In a well-structured plot, every incident is connected and each event causes a subsequent event.  

4. Examine the pattern of cause and effect in the narrative, to show how one event leads to another.  Show how the entire course of Kino's tragedy could be changed if even one event had happened differently or a different decision had been made. 

Narrative structure also includes the length of time of the story (see Time Line Worksheet)  and techniques such as foreshadowing, repetition, parallels and motifs, all of which help to keep the narrative unified.
5. Identify examples of foreshadowing – hinting at what will happen.    

6. Identify examples of repetition or parallels – incidents that have an echo or are repeated in a different way later. 

A motif is a reference, word or phrase or literary device that is repeated several times in a book.  Motifs are often used to keep the story unified, and help establish themes.  

7. Can you identify any motifs?
8. The pattern of night and day is an aspect of structure.  Explain how this pattern affects the narrative.
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