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The Handmaid's Tale by Margaret Atwood
After eight years of George W Bush and the continuing influence of the religious right in the US, this novel has never been more timely or relevant.  And whether you have been teaching it for years or are just beginning, this 122-page guide will make your job easier, with its convenient, user-friendly format notes, task sheets, essay plans and examples developed over more than 20 years of teaching the novel to senior students of both genders.  Page references given for both the Virago edition (1987) and the Heinemann New Windmill (1993)  

Susan Cooper's King of Shadows

 86-page teaching guide on Susan Cooper's delightful novel about a 12-year-old American boy who goes to London to perform at the Globe theatre and wakes up in Shakespeare's London.  Ideal for Years 10 or 9.  The novel is readily available from Heinemann (ISBN:  0 435 12538 9)   CD comes with a gallery of pictures.

Lord of the Flies by William Golding 
To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 

Animal Farm by George Orwell 

Teaching notes, task sheets and worksheets built up and used in the classroom over many years.  What I offer – and none of the myriad other study guides do – is ready-formatted, A4 notes and task sheets, for instant use.  With answers!  And substance.  No problem with copyright – they are intended for photocopying.  Sure to be useful even for those who have been teaching either of these excellent novels for years.

John Steinbeck's classic novella The Pearl
In the 60 years since it was first published, John Steinbeck's novella has come to be recognised as the masterpiece it is.  Its seemingly simple story has a depth and subtlety not often found in more profound literature, and it offers a wealth of opportunity for study.  This 100-page guide (yes, it is longer than the book!) offers a comprehensive and detailed coverage of all aspects of the novel, with a wide variety of teacher- and student-friendly material and activities.  Page references for both the Windmill and the Penguin editions are given.  CD Extras include a PowerPoint introduction to Steinbeck and The Pearl.  See the website for more details. 
Golden Deeds by Catherine Chidgey
a wonderful novel by a young NZ writer; ideal for Year 12 - brilliant to read and rewarding to teach; 101-page guide
"Compassionate, beautifully written, and compelling to the final page,"

". . . this immensely readable, beautifully written, rather profound, thoroughly excellent book."  [L. Burgess, Dominion]
"Golden Deeds is a wonderful, gripping read.  Chidgey proves herself to be among that elite group of authors who possess a true grasp of the patterns of life"     [Sunday Express]

Novel available from Victoria University Press: ISBN 0 86473 384 4      

Short Stories of Owen Marshall

Aimed at Year 12, the guide has 82 pages of detailed analysis of six stories, plus task sheets, write-on worksheets, plus general summaries of style, themes and approach.  Stories included: "Supper Waltz Wilson", "Mr Van Gogh", "Cabernet Sauvignon with My Brother", 'Heating the World", "Kenneth's Friend" and "The Fat Boy".  In addition: 10 pages of introduction to short stories generally.
War Poetry

75 pages of detailed, ready-formatted notes on and task sheets war poetry, based on many years of teaching it to Year 12.  Focuses on the poetry of World War 1 and that of the 1960s anti-war movement.  CD comes with a gallery of photographs and other pictures, plus nine pages of poems and a five page glossary of literary terms.

The Origins of Our Words 

a vocabulary-building programme based on word origins and research.  

The programme, collated from task sheets and transparencies developed over many years of classroom use, includes 34 pages of ready-to-photocopy write-on worksheets (also formatted as paper-saving task sheets); 33 pages of detailed answers; and 22 masters for OHP transparencies on the history and development of English; also formatted for photocopying, and for PowerPoint (CD only).

Available on CD-ROM or printed: 127 pages, including 20 coloured ($85 + GST (10.5) = $95.50).  P&p inclusive within NZ.  I regret it is not available via email; the graphics make the files too big for ease of transmission.  Colour transparencies are available, but must be ordered separately.  Cost: $2.00 (+ GST) each.  Set of 16 on the History of English: $30.00 (+ GST).  (You are welcome to purchase the programme and then decide if you want the transparencies.)  Postage extra.

Now: Guides to teaching Shakespeare's plays
I know plenty of material is already available; what I offer is the convenience of classroom-ready, photocopiable material, with answers provided, and a guaranteed academic standard.  Save yourself hours of valuable time.
King Lear    (    Macbeth     (    Othello
Much Ado About Nothing       (      Romeo and Juliet
