Character Study
· Alone, in pairs or in groups, build up a comprehensive study of each of the main characters.  Use the questions in the checklist on the previous page and the questions below, as well as any you answered from the close reading task sheets, to help you in this.  
Step 1:  
Make a list of facts: e.g. Eamon has two small children.  

Step 2:
Identify significant actions, and suggest what they show us about the character.

Step 3:
Think of as many adjectives or adjectival phrases as you can to describe this character at some stage or other.  Cite quotations and/or supporting evidence to justify the adjectives.  Record the scene numbers for future reference.  Remember, characters do change.

Step 4:
Consider how cinematic techniques have contributed to the characterisation. 

Step 5: 
Come to some conclusions about the character, their significance and relationships


This will provide you with the basis for a sound written answer on a character.  

· Set out your answer in diagrammatic form to make it easy to refer to and to learn, or as a character poster 

An example:  Eamon
	Actions




  conclusion

· allows Marie and Bourne to stay the night 

· takes the children and leaves

· he is basically a kind, hospitable person 

· he is a loving and caring father

  Adjectives/Phrases                            evidence

· English

· Marie's former boyfriend 

· has an English accent

· she lived with him for two months; he is not pleased to see her




Jason Bourne / Matt Damon

1. In what ways is Bourne different from usual action heroes? 

2. The key to Bourne's character is in the scene with Marie in the café.  Explain what it tells us about him.

3. Bourne speaks several languages fluently.  Which ones, and when does he use each?

4. Quote examples of his ability to improvise.

5. Quote examples of his coolness under pressure.

6. He tends to keep his cool but on a few occasions, he almost loses it.  When?

7. Although he is a trained assassin, he demonstrates repeatedly that his instincts are good and decent.  Quote instances of this.

8. Why does he tell Treadstone that he has killed Marie?

9. Bourne has a 'journey' to complete in the course of the narrative.  What is his journey?  Outline the character arc it follows.

Marie Kreutz / Franke Potente

1. Director Doug Liman says he cast Franke Potente as Marie because he wanted 'someone who doesn't feel familiar to American audiences'.  In what ways is Marie an unfamiliar character?

2. What is she doing when Bourne first sees her?  What difficulties has she encountered?

3. What contributions does she make to Bourne's quest?

4. Marie has her own 'journey' to make through the course of the narrative.  What is her journey?

Minor Characters

Like most films, this one needs several minor characters to help tell its story.  Often they are there to flesh out a story, to add richness.  

· List the most significant minor characters.  For each, explain the important contribution they make.
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