Artemis Film Guides
	10 Things I Hate About You (PG)
           86 pages; Year 10
A lively 1999 update of The Taming of the Shrew, set in an American high school.  

About a Boy (M)                                                        112 pages; suggest Year 11


An appealing comedy-drama; deals with issues of bullying and male behaviour.   

American Beauty (R16)      
           114 pages; year 13 only
Multi-award winning drama with stunning cinematography, acting and script.

Atonement (M)                                                                     113 pages; year 12, 13
Stunningly beautiful and moving adaptation of one of the best books of the C20.

A Beautiful Mind (M)

                107 pages; Year 12


Oscar Best Picture, 2001.  Visually rewarding. 

Bend It Like Beckham (PG)
                103 pp; Years 9–11

Very accessible tale of an Indian girl in London who wants to play football. 

Billy Elliot (M - language)                                            103 pp; Year 11, or younger

A boy pursues his dream of being a ballet dancer against family prejudice.

NEW:  The Blind Side                                                         110pp; Years 10 - 12
Inspirational story of how one family helped a boy in need.

The Bourne Identity (M)                                                    98 pages; Years 11 -12

High interest, well-crafted, excellent for study with those hard to please students.
Chicken Run (G)


               112 pages; Year 9–11

Brilliantly funny, texturally rich, all the techniques of live action.  

The Constant Gardener


              112 pages; Year 12– 3
Masterful adaptation of le Carré's novel about the impact of Big Pharma in Africa.

Crash (R16)
                                                                            105 pages; Year 13

2006 Oscar Best Picture winner; a complex tale of intertwined lives.  


Danny Champion of the World (G)                                              69 pages; Year 9
Wonderful adaptation of Dahl's book, with plenty for theme study and drama

Dead Poet's Society (M)                                            132 pages; Yrs 11-12

Still as compelling as when it was made in 1989; guide written by Peter Beale.

Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (M)                    116 pp; Yr 12, 13 (or 11)         

The most exciting and original film of 2004 – a love story told in reverse.                                                    

NEW: Fantastic Mr Fox                                              112 pages; Years 9 – 11

Wonderful adaptation of Roald Dahl's book; + 132 slide PowerPoint 

The Fellowship of the Ring (PG)
         100 pages
Year 9 – 10 (or older)

Suitable all levels; recommended at 9 or 10 because of length and because of strong appeal to this age group.                     

Finding Neverland (PG)
           123 pages; Year 9–13

Lovely film about J.M. Barrie and the boys who provided the inspiration for Peter Pan.  A visual feast.
Heavenly Creatures (M)
                  88 pages; Year 13

Peter Jackson’s earlier masterpiece about the Parker-Hulme murder.

In My Father's Den (R16)
              100 pages; Year 13
Brad McGann's wonderful adaptation of Gee's novel; "stylish, restrained and atmospheric."

Into the Wild (M)                                                                  91 pages; Years 10-11

Moving and stimulating account of a young man in search of challenge.
Holes (PG)
           123 pages; Years 9-11




Smart, funny, profound; a superb adaptation of the excellent and popular book.

Juno (M)                                                                             110 pages; Years 11, 10

A delightful and thought-provoking comedy, enjoyed by boys and girls alike.

A Knight’s Tale (M)
           103 pages; Year 10-12 

In the Middle Ages, a thatcher’s son pretends to be a knight.  Anachronistic fun.

Lars and the Real Girl (PG)                                                      86 pp; Years 11-12
Wonderful comedy-drama about acceptance and Christian kindness.
Little Miss Sunshine (R13, Aus: M)                                          95 pp; Years 10-12

The comedy hit of 2006, about winning and losing, leadership and co-operation.
The Matrix (M)
          80 pages; Years 11-13


A rich, complex and entertaining film – high interest and great depth of meaning.  

Mean Creek (R 13)
           104 pages; Year 10-11

A group of teenagers seeks revenge on a bully – and then faces a real crisis.

Moulin Rouge!  (M)
        101 pages; Year 11–13

Vivid, colourful and exuberant – excellent for editing and camera techniques.
Much Ado About Nothing (PG)
           92 pages; Year 10 - 13

The best way to introduce Shakespeare – lively, fun and beautifully made.  
	The Navigator (PG)
                 72 pages; Year 12

NZer Vincent Ward’s small miracle of a movie: its allusive story, structure and film technique provide rich areas for study.  

No. 2   (PG)                                                                           114 pp; Year 10-12)

A charming comedy-drama set in Auckland, about a Fijian-NZ family.

O Brother Where Art Thou?  (M)
                99 pp; Year 12, 13

Entertaining, richly inventive comedy about three escaped convicts in the 1930s.

The Pianist (M)
        107 pp; Year 12, 13
Roman Polanski's award-winning account of the survival of one man in Poland during the Nazi occupation.

NEW:  The Player (M)                                                                102 pp; Yrs 12-13
Robert Altman's postmodern masterpiece is a satire of contemporary society.
Pleasantville (M)
   107 pp;
Yrs 12 – 13
A comic fable about two high school kids who are transported into a 1950s black and white sitcom.  Stunning techniques.  

The Princess Bride (PG)
           69 pp; Year 9 - 10

A cult favourite - superbly entertaining and rewarding for study.

The Queen                                                                             101 pages; Yr 12, 13

The most praised film of 2006, it examines with wit and style the clash between inherited power and democratic power.
Remember the Titans (PG)                                               99 pages; Year 9 - 12
About the forced integration of an American high school football team; even for those who don’t like football.

Richard III (M)
        110 pages; Year 13
Ian McKellen’s triumphantly cinematic adaptation of Shakespeare’s play.  57-page teaching guide; 44-page student guide.  
Shakespeare in Love (M)
          95 pages; Year 12


Perfect to team with a study of Romeo and Juliet, but marvellous on its own.  

The Shawshank Redemption (R16)
          81 pages; Year 13 

Increasingly recognised as a timeless masterpiece about hope and endurance; written by Peter Beale, ex PNBHS.
Shrek (PG)
                  114 pp; Years 9 – 10 (or older)

Delightful and unexpected animated fairytale, with enough to delight all ages.  All ‘live action’ techniques utilised.  

Sione's Wedding (M)
       133 pp; Year 10 – 11 
Engaging comedy set within Auckland's lively Samoan community. 

Slumdog Millionaire (R13)                                                      102 pp; Years 11-13
The surprise hit of 2008 has much value as a classroom text.

NEW:  The Social Network                                         122 pp; Yrs 11-13

The story of the founding of Facebook.  Brilliant script, direction, editing.

Spider-Man (PG)
         121 pages; Year 10
High interest, great characters, acting, themes and cinematography.  Highly recommended.   

Strictly Ballroom (PG)
           99 pages; Year 11


Baz Luhrmann's first feature hasn't lost any of its sparkle or charm.  Only 94 minutes long – perfect for the classroom.  

Stranger Than Fiction (M)                                        109 pages; Yr  12 - 13
A funny, poignant postmodern love story that plays with narrative conventions.  

The Truman Show  (PG)                                                  120 pages; Year 11 – 12
Ten years on, a classic of modern cinema.  

V for Vendetta  (R13)                                                              139 pp; Yrs 11 – 13

Dystopic drama from the writers of The Matrix. 
Walk the Line                                                                    118 pages; Year 10 – 12

The biopic of Johnny Cash has much of value and interest.

Whale Rider (PG)
              112 pages; Year 9, 10 or older

A young Maori girl challenges her grandfather over what it takes to be a leader.

The World's Fastest Indian
                  92 pages; Year 10–12

Delightful biopic cum road trip about Kiwi speedster and character Burt Munro.
Zeffirelli’s Romeo and Juliet (PG)
          75 pp; Year 11, 12

Visually stunning and excellent for teaching technique.  
Introduction to Film Techniques

10 PowerPoint presentations on shots, angles, light, colour etc.  (CD only)
READY NOW:  The King's Speech [M]                                   104 pp; yr 10-13
Wonderful tale of overcoming a disability with the help of an unlikely friend.


